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Te are gone away from mine Ordinances, 


and have not x bt them. 


1. 3* T are there any Ordinances now, finct 
| Ife and; 1111 mortality were brought to light 


by the goſpcl ? are there under the eh riſtian dil 
pen ation, any Means ordained of (God, as the 
ulual channels of his grace ? This queſtion could 
never, have been propoled, in the apoſtolical 
church, unleſs by one who openly avowed himſelf 
to be a heathen; the whole body of chriſtians be- 
ing agreed, that Chriſt had ordained certain out— 
wank Means, for conveying his grace into the 
fouls of men. Their con{tant practice ſet this be- 
yond all diſpute; for, ſo long as all that believed 
were together, and had all things common, [Acts ii. 
444) they continued. fledfafity * the teaching of the. 
apoſtle, and in the breaking of bread and 1 1 prayers, 
1285 $35 
2 in procels of time, when the love of many 
Bp cold, {ome began to miſtake the Means for 
the end, and to Place religion, rather in doing thoſe 
Sa works, than in a heart renewet after the 
image of God. They forgot, that the end of every 
commandment is love, out of a pure heart, with faith 
unfergned : the loving the Lord their God with all 
their heart, and their neighbour as themlelves ; 
and the being purified from pride, anger, and evil 
deſire, by a faith of the operation of God, Others 
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ſeemed to imagine, that though religion did not 
principally conhſt 5 in theſe outward” Means, yet 
there was ſomething, in them wherewith God WAS 
well pleaſed; ſomething that would ſtill make 
them acceptable i in his light, though they, were not 


exact in the weightier matters 26f the law, in 


Juſtice, mercy, and the love of God. 

g. It is evident, in thoſe who abuſed them thus, 
they did not conduce to the end for which they 
were ordained, Rather, the things which ſhould 
have been for their he hs h, were to them an oc- 

caſion of falling, They were lo far from receiv- 
ing any bleſfing therein, that they only drew 
down a curſe upon their La d: ſo far from grow- 
ing more holy in heart and life, that they were 
twofold more the children of bel! than before, 


Others clearly perceiving, that theſe Means did 


not convey the grace of God to thoſe children ot 
the devil, began from this particular caſe to draw 
a general concluſton, * that they were not Means 
of conveying the grace of God, 

4. Yet the number of thoſe who abujed the Or- 
dinances of God, was far greater than of thoſe 
who deſhiſed them, till certain men aroſe, not only 
of great underſtanding, (lometimes joined with 
conſiderable learning) but who likewiſe appeared 
to be men of love experimentally acquainted with 
true, inward religion. Some of thete were burn- 
ing aud ſhining lights, perſons famous in their 
generations, and {uch as had well deſerved of the 


church of Chriſt, for ſtanding in the gap againſt 


the overflowings of ungodlinets, 
It cannot be ſuppoſed, that theſe holy and ve- 
nerable men, intended any more at firſt, than to 


. ſhew, that outward religion is nothing worth, 
without the religion of the heart: that God is « 
Spirit, and they who warjuap aim, muſe worſhip him 
in Spurtt and in truth: that therefore external 
worthip 1 is Ioſt labour, without a heart devoted to 


God: that the outward Ordinances of God then 


Profit much, When they advance inward holineſs, 
but when they advance it not, are unproſitable 
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and void, are lichter t than vanity: pea, that 
when they are uſed, as it were, in the lace of thi 85 
they arc an utter ation to the Lord. 

Vet it is not ſtrange, if ſome of theie, being 
rongl convinced, of that horid profanation of 
the Ordinances of God, which had pre ad it fel! 
over the Whole church, ang wellmgh driven truc 
religion out of the world; in their fervent zcal 
for the glory of God, and the recovery of fouls 
from that fatal delufion, [pak2 as if outward re- 
ligion were abſolutely nothing, as if it had ro place 
in the religion of Chriſt, It is not lurprizing ac 
all, if they ſhould not always have c pre Fed 118 nu 
felves with ſufficient caution, So that un wary 
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hearers might believe, they condemned all out: 


Ward Means: as altogether unprofitab! ie 3 AY 0 as 
not dehgned of God to be the ord! nary channels 
of conveying his grace into the louls of men. 

Nay, it is not impoſſible, ſome of thetic holy 
men did at length themſelves fall into this opint- 
on: in particular, thoſe who, not. by choice, but 
by the providence of om were cut olt from all 
thele Ordinances: perhaps wandering up and 
down, having no certain on: # da or de 
ling in dens and Caves of the carth. Thiele exp 
riencing the grace of God in theinſelves, N 
they were de prived of all outward Means, mi, oh it 
inter, that the {ame grace would be given 5 chem, 
who of {et purpole 2bftmed from the! MN. 

6. And experience ſhews, how calily this no- 
tion ſpreads, and inſinuates itſelf into the minds 
of men: elpecially of thoſe who are throughly 
awakened out of the ſle 2ep of death, and begin to 
feel the weight of their ſins, a burthen too heavy 
to be borne, Theſc are ulually impatient of their 
preſent ſtate, and trying every way to elcape from 
it. They are always ready to catch at any new 


thing, any new propoſal of eafe or happineſs, 


T hey have probably tried molt outward Means, 
and found no eale in them: It may he more and 
more of remorle and fear and iorrow and con- 
demnation, It is caly therefore to periuade thele, 
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that it is better for them to abſtain from all thoſe 
Means. 'They are already weary of ſtriving (as 
it ſeems} in vain, of labouring in the fire; and are 
therefore glad of any pretence to caſt aſide that, 
wherein their ſoul has no pleaſure; to give over 
the painful ſtrife, and ſink down into an indolent 
inactivity. | | 


II. 1. In the following diſcourſe, I propoſe to 
examine at large, whether there are any Means of 
grace? 

By Means of grace I underſtand, outward ſigns, 
words or actions, ordained of God, and appointed 
for this end, to be the ordinary channels whereby 
he might convey to men, preventing, juſtifying or 
ſanctifying grace. : 

I uſe this expreſſion, © Means of grace,” becauſe 
I know none better, and becaule it has been ge- 
nerally uſed in the chriſtian church for many 


ages: in particular, by our own church, which 


directs us to bleſs God, both for the Means of 
grace, and hope of glory;“ and teaches us that a 
ſacrament is *© an outward ſign of inward grace, 
and a Means whereby we receive the fame.” 
The chief of theſe Means are prayer, whether 
in ſecret, or with the great congregation ; fearch- 
ing the {criptures (which implies reading, hearing 
and meditating thereon) and receiving the Lord's 
ſupper, eating bread and drinking wine 1n re- 
membrance of him; and theſe we believe to be 
ordained of God, as the ordinary channels of con- 
veying his grace to the fouls of men. 
2, But we allow, that the whole value of the 
Means depends on their actual ſubſervience to the 
end of religion; that conſequently all thefe Means, 


when ſeparate from the end, are leſs than nothing 


and vanity; that if they do not attually conduce 
to the knowledge and love of God, they are not 
acceptable in his fight ; yea, rather, they are an 
abomination before him; a ſtink in his noſtrils ; 


he is weary to bear them. Above all, if they are 
_ uſed as a kind of commutation for the religion they 
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were deſigned to ſubſerve. It is not eaſy to find 
words for the enormous folly and wickedneſs, of 
thus turning God's arms againſt himſelf; of keep- 
ing chriſtianity out of the heart by thoſe very 
Means, which were ordained for the bringing 1t 

in. | 
. We allow likewiſe, that all outward Means 
whatever, if ſeparated from the Spirit of God, 
cannot profit at all, cannot conduce in any de- 
gree either to the knowledge or love of Goa, 
Without controverſy, the help that is done upon 
earth, he doth it himſelf, It is he alone, who by 
his own almighty power, worketh in us what is 
leaſing in his ſight, And all outward things, 
unleſs he work in them and by them, are mere 
weak and beggarly elements. Whoſoever there- 
fore imagines, there is any intrinſick power, in any 
Means whatſoever, does greatly err, not knowing 
the {criptures, neither the power of God. We 
know that there is no inherent. power, in the 


words that are ſpoken in prayer; in the letter of 


{cripture_ read, the ſound thereof heard, or the 
bread and wine received in the Lord's ſupper : 
but that it is God alone who is the giver of every 


good gift, the author of all grace; that the whole 


power is of him, whereby through any of theſe, 
there is any bleſſing conveyed to our ſoul. We 
know likewiie, that he is able to give the ſame 
grace, though there were no Means onthe face of 
the earth. In this ſenſc we may afhrm, that 


« with regard to God, there is no ſuch thing as 


Means ” ſecing he 1s equally able to work what- 
ſoever plcaſeth him, by any, or by none at all. 

4; We allow farther, that the uf2 of all Means 
whatever, will never atone for one fin: that it is 
the blood of Chriſt alone, whereby any ſinner can 
be reconciled to God; there being no other pro- 

itiation for our fins, no other fountain for fin 
and uncleanneſs. Every believer in Chriſt is 
deeply convinced, that there is no merit, but in 
him: that there is no merit in any of his own 
works; not uttering the prayer, or ſearching the 
icripture, 
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ſcripture, or hearing the word of God, or catin 
of that bread, and drinking of that cup. So that 
if no more be intended by the expreſſion tome 
have uſed, CH is the only Means of grace,” 
than this, that he is the only meritorious cauſe of it, 
it cannot be gain-faid by any who know the grace 
of God. | 
Yet once mote. We allow though it is a 
melancholy truth) that a large proportion of thoſe 
who are called chriſtians, do to this « aay abule the 
Means of grace, to the Arden of their ſouls, 
This is doudtleis the caſe with all thoſe who reſt 
Senn in the form of godlinefs without the 
OW Either they. fondly e they are 
Enriſtians already. becaule they do thus and thus; 
although Chriſt was never yet revealed in their 
arts, nor the love of God ſhed abroad therein: 
or elſe they 1 80 they ſhall infallibly be ſo, f 
barely becauſe they uſe theſe Means: idly dream- 
ing (though pernaps handy conſcious thereof) | 
either that there is ſome kind power therein, | 
whereby foener or later {they know not when 
they {hail certainty be made holy : : Or that there 
is a ſort of merit in uſing them, which will Way 
move God to give them kolincls, Or accept t hein 
without it. | 
6. So little do they uaderſtand that great foun- 
dation of the whole cl.oiitian building, "By grace ye 
are ſaved. Ve are laved from your lins, fromthe 
guilt and power thereof; ye are reſtored to the fa- 
vour and image of God, not for any works, mertts 
or deſervings "of yours, but by the free grace; the 
mere mercy of God, through the merits of his well- 
beloved Son Yeare thus fas ed, not by the power, 
wildom or {ti ength, which is in you, or in any 


other creature Bat merely through the grace or 
power of the Holy G hoit, which worketh all in 
tf all. 


| . But the main queſtion remains, We know 
. this ſalvation is the gift and the work of God. 
| But how (may one lay, who is convinced he hath 
B it not) may I attain thereto? If you lay, „“ Be- 
lieve, 
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lieve, and thou ſhalt be ſaved :” He anſwers, true; 
but how ſhall I believe ? You reply, wait upon 


God. Well. But how am 1 to wait ? In 
the Means of grace, or out of them? Am 1 to 
wait for the grace of God which bringeth lalva- 
tion, by uling theſe Means, or by laying them 
ahde ? 

8. It cannot poſlibly be conceived, that thy 
word of God ſhould give no Siri; in {o-im- 
portant a point: or that the Son of God, who 
came down from heaven for us men and for our 
falvation, Ihduld have left us undetermined with 
regard to a queſtion, wherein our ſalvation is 0 
nearly concerned. 

And in fact, he hath not left us undetermined: 
he Wan ſhewn us the way wherein we ſhould go. 
We hare ot ny to conlult the oracles of God, to 
inquite what is written there? And if we fnply 
abide by their deciſion, there can no poſſible doubt 
remain, 


III. 1. According to this, according to the de- 
ciſion of holy writ, all who dehre the grace of 
God, are to wait for i it, in the Means which he 
hath ordained ; in uſing, not in laying them aide. 
And firſt: all who defire the grace of God, are 
to wait for it in the way of prayer, This is the 
expreſs direction of our Lord himfelf, In this 
ſermon upon the mount, after explaining at large 
wherein religion conſiſts, and deſcribing the main 
branches of it, he adds, Aft and ut ſhall be given you, 
feer and ye ſhall find, knock and it Jhall be opened 
unto you. For every one that aſketh receiveth, and he 
that ſeeketh., andeth ; and to him that knocketh, it fhall 
be opened; [Matt. vii. 7, 8.) Here we are in the 
Plaineit manner directed to aſk, in order to, or as 
a Means of receiving; to ſeek in order to find, the 
grace of God, the pearl of great price; and to 
knock, to continue aſking and leckings if we 
would enter into his kingdom. 
That no doubt might remain, our Lord la- 
1 £5 bayrs 
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bours this point in a more peculiar manner. Ho 
appeals to every man 's own heart. Nat man ts 
there of you, who if his ſon aſk bread, wil! give hin. * 
lone ? or if he aſk a fiſh, will he give him a rent! 
If ye then being evil know how to give good gifts unte 
Your children, how much more ſhall your Father 
roh 1s in heaven, the Father of angels and men, 
the Father of the ſpirits of all fleſh, gioe good things 
to them that aſt him? ver. 9, 10, 11. Or, as he 
expreſſes himſelf on another occafion, including 
all good things in one, How mich more fuall your 
heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that 4 K 
him? Luke xi. 13. It ſhould be particularly ob- 
ſerved here, that the perſons directed to aſk, had 
not. then received the Holy Spirit. Nevertheleſs 
our Lord dire&s them to'ufe this Means, and pro- 
miſes that it ſhould be effectual; that upon aiking 
they ſhould receive the Holy Spirit, from him 
whole mercy is over all his works. 

3. The abſolute necefſity of uſing this Means, 
if we would receive any gift from God, yet far- 
ther appear from that remarkable paſſage which 
immediately precedes theſe words: And he faid 
unto them (whom he had juſt been teaching, how 
to pray) which of you fhall have a friend, and jhall 
go unto him at midnight, and ſhall fay unto him, 
friend, lend me three loaves-—and he from withng 
all anſwer, 1rouble me not I cannot rife and 
give thee: I fay unto you, though he will not rzfe and 
gioe him, becauſe he ts tis friend, but becauſe of ns 
emportunity he will rife, and give him as many as he 
necdeth. And I fay unto you, aſh and it ſhall be giveu 
you. (Luke Xi. 5, 7, 8, 9.) Though he will not 
give hum, becauſe he ts his friend, yet becauſe of hs 
importunity, he will rife and give hum as many as ke 
needeth. How could our bleſſed Lord more plain- 
ly declare, that we may receive of God, by this 
Means, by importunately aſking, what otherwiſe 
weſhould not receive at all ! 


4. He ſpake alſo another parable to this end, that 


men ought. always to pray, and not to faint, till 


through this Means they ſhould reccive of God, 
* 9 
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whatſoever petition they aſked ol him. There was 
n a city a judge which feared not God. neither re- 
garded man, And there was a wilo in that city, 

and ſhe came unto him, ſaying, avenge me of my ad- 
verſary. And he would not for a white ; but after- 
wards he ſaid within himſelf, though I fear not God, 

nor regard man, yet becauſe this widow droit be me, 
I will avenge her, left by her continual coming, fhe 
WEATY me. (Luke <VIIk 1—4.) The application 
of this our Lord minen hath made, Hear what 
the unjuſt judge faith! Becauſe the continues to 
alk, becauſe the Will take no denial, therefore I 
will avengc her. And fall not God avenge his own 
elect, which cry day and night unto hum ? I tell you 
he wil! avenge them ſpeedily if they pray, 

id fat t nok. 

5. A direction equally full and expreſs, to wait 
ior the blefſhngs of God in private prayer, to ze- 
ther with a politiv e promiſe, that by this Means 
we ſhall obtain the requeſt of our lips, he hath 
given us in thole. well-known words: Enter into 
thy Wofet, and when thou hafjt faut thy door, pray to 
thy father which is in ſecret, and thy father which 
feeth in fecr et Mall reward thee openly, Matt. vi. 6. 

6. If it be peſſible for any direction to be more 
clear, it is that which God hath given us by the 
apoſtle, with regard to prayer of every kind, pub- 
lick or private, and the bleſſing annext thereto, 
F any of you lack wijdom, tet him at of God, that 
vtveth to all men liberally, it they alk; athcewity 
ve Have not, becauſe ye aſk not, Jam. iv. 2.) and 
upbraideth not, and it fall be given Him. ch, 1. 53 

If it be objected, % But this is no direction to 
unbelievers; to them who know not the pardon- 
ing grace of God: for the apoſtle adds, But let him 
aſk in fauth: otherwile, let him not think that he 

fall receive any thing of the Lord.” 1 anſwer, the 
meaning of the word Faith in this place, is fixed 
by the apoſtle, (himſelf as if it were on purpoſe to 
obviate this objection) in the words immediately 
tollowing : Let him aſk in faith, nothing wavering, 
Nothing doubti ng. Und tz dpi D. Not r 
| ut 


tis) | 
but God heareth his prayer, and will fulfil the 
defire of his heart. p 
The grols, blaſphemous abſurdity of ſuppoſing g 
farth in this place to be taken in the full chriſtian 
meaning, appears hence: it is ſuppoſing the Holy 3 
Ghoſt to direct a man who knows he has not this 1 
faith (Which is here termed wiſdom) to aſk it of 
God, with a poſitive promile that 24 Mall be given 
him; and then immediately to ſubjoin, that it ſhall 
9 not be given him, unleſs he have it before he aſks 
4 | for it! But who can bear ſuch a ſuppoſition ? 
1 From this {cripture, therefore, as well as thoſe 
1 cited above, We muſt infer, that all who deſire the 
grace of God, are to wait for it in the way of . 
prayer. | 
| 7. Secondly, All who deſire the grace of Cod; 1 
# | are to wait ſor it in fearching tne ſcr thtures. 15 
| Our Lord's direction with regard to the uſe f 
this Means, is likewiſe plain and clear, Search the ©» 
ſcriptures, ſaith he to the unbelieving Jews. 
for they teſtiſy of me, John v. 39. And for this very | 
end did he direct them to ſearch the ſcriptures, * 
that they might believe in him. : 

The objection, „That this is not a command, 
but only an aflertion, that they did ſearch the 
eee is ſhameleſly falſe. I deſire thoſe who 8 
urge to let us know, how a command can be 
more clearly ex preſſed, than in thoſe terms, Eftr1Z7s 
1g YERDH. It 1s as peremptory as 10 many * ords 
can make it. 

And what a bleſſing from God attends the uſe 
of this Means, appears from what is recorded con- 
cerning the Hereans ; who after hearing St. Paul, 
fearched the ſcriptures daily, whether thoſe things were 
% Therefore many of them believed found the 
grace of God, in the way Which he had ordainec, 
Acts xvii. 12, 1g. 

It is probable, indeed, that in ſome of thoſe who 
had received the word with all readineſs of mind, faith 
came (as the ſame apoſtle ſpeaks) by hearing, and 
was only con fir med by reading the ſcriptures. But 


it was oblery en above, that under the general 
term 
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derm of frarching the ſcriptures, both hearing, read- 


ing, and meditating, are contained. 

8. And that this is a Means whereby God not 
only gives, but alſo confirms and increales true 
wiſdom, we learn from the words of St. Paul ta 
Timothy: from a child thou haſt known the holy 
feriptures, which are able to make thee wife unto ſul- 
pation, through faith which is in Chriſt Feſus, Tims 
lit. 15, "The ſame truth (namely, that this is the 
Means God has ordained for conveying his mani- 
fold grace to man) is delivered, in the fulleſt man- 
ner that can be conceryed, in the words which 


immediately follow; A {cripture is given by inſhi- 


ration of God z (conſcquently all {ſcripture is in- 
fallibly true;) and ts profitas.: for doctrine, for re- 
proof, for correction, for inſtruction in righteouſneſs s 
to the end that the man of Goa may be perfect, throughly 


furniſſed unto all good works, v. 10, 17. 


9. It ſhould be obſerved, that this is ſpokem 
primarily and directly, of the ſ{eriptures which 
Timothy had known from achild ; which mult have 
been thoſe of tlie 014 Teſtament, for the new was 
not then Wrotc. How far then was St. Paul 
{though he was 1ot @ wit behind the very chief of the 
apojiles, nor there fore, I preſume, behind any man 
now upon earth) from making light of the old 
Teſtament } Behold this, leſt ye one day wonder 
and periſh, ye who make ſo {mall account of one 
half of the oracles of God! Yea, and that half of 


_ which the Holy Chot expreſly declares, that it 


as profitable, as a Means ordained of God, for this 


very thing, for do@rine, for reproof, for correction, 


for inſtruction in rig htcouſnsjſys to the end the mon of. 

God may be perfect, throughly furnijhed unto all. good. 

works. | | 
10, Nor 1s this profitable only for the. men, of 


God, for thoſe who walk already in the light of 


his countenance; but alſo for thoſe who are yet 
in darkneſs, ſeeking him whom they know not. 
Thus St. Peter, We have alſo a more ſure word of 
propliecy e literally, and we have the prophetick word 
more ſure Kai ix Breaiuripor For wgopuier N. 

„ — 8 | confirmed. 


(a4). 
confirmed by our being eye-witneſſes of his Majeſty, 


and hearing the voice which came from the excellent 
glory) unto winch (prophetick word; ſo he tiles 
the holy feriptures) ye do well that ye take heed, as 
unto alight that ſhineth in a dark place, until the day 
dawn, and the day-ſtar ariſe in your hearts, Pet. i. 
19. Let all, therefore, who deſire that day ta 
dawn upon their hearts, wait for it in ſearching the 
ſcriptures. 1 

11. Thirdly, All who deſire an increaſe of the 
grace of God, are to wait for it in partaking of 
the Lord's ſupper, For this alſo is a direction 
himſclf hath given. The ſame might in which he 
was betrayed, he took bread, and brake it, and ſuid, 
fake, eat + this ts my body, (that is, the ſacred ſign 
of my body) this do in remen:brance of me. Like- 
wiſe he took the cup, ſaying, this cup ts of the new 
Leftament, or covenant, in my blood, (the facred 
Hign of that covenant) thts do ye in remembrance of 
me. For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this 
cup, ye do ſhrew forth the Lord's death till he come, 
1 Cor. xi. 23, &, Ye openly exhibit the ſame, 
by theſe viſible figns, before God, and angels, and 
men, Ye manifeſt your ſolemn remembrance of 


His death, till he cometh in the clouds of heaven, 


Only let a man firſt examine himfelf, whether he 
underſtand the nature and deſign of this holy in- 
Kitution, and whether he really deſire to be him- 


elf made conformable to the death of Chrift ; and 


fo, nothing doubting, let him eat of that vread, and 
drink of that cup, v. 28. | 

- Here then the direction firſt given by our Lord, 
is expreſly repeated by the apoſtle, Let him eat; 
let him drink: (ie dire wr both in the impera- 


tive mood) words not implying a bare permiſſion 
only, but a clear explecit command; a command 
to all thofe either who already are filled with 


peace and joy in believing, or who can truly ſay, 
6 The remembrance of our ſins is grievous unto 

us, the burden of them is intolerable.“ 
12. And that this is alſo an ordinary ſtated 
Means of receiving the grace of God, is * 
| | | ram 
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from thoſe words to the apoſtle, which occur in 
the preceding chapter: The cup of bleſſiug rohicli we 
bleſs, is it not the communton, or communication, of 
the blood of Chriſt? the bread which we breai,. ic it 
not the communton of the body of Chriſt ? 1 Cor. x. 
16. ls not the eating of that bread, and the drink - 
ing ofthatcup, the outward, viſible Means, where- 
by God conveys into our ſouls all that ſpiritual 
grace, that righteouſneſs, and peace, and joy in 


the Holy Ghoſt, which were purchaſed by the bo- 


dy of Chriſt once broken, and the blood of Chriſt 
once {ſhed for us? Let all, therefore, who truly 
deſire the grace of God, eat of that bread and 
drink of that cup. | : 


IV. 1. But as plainly as God hath pointed out 
the way, wherein he will be inquired after, innu— 
merable are the objections which men, wiſe in 


their own eyes, have from time to time raiſed 
againſt it. It may be needful to conſidera few of 


tneſe; not becaule they are of weight in them- 
felves, but becauſe they have ſo often been ufed, 
eſpecially of late years, to turn the lame out of 
the way; yea, to trouble and ſubvert thoſe who 
did run well, till Satan appeared as an angel of 
light. 

The firſt and chief of theſe is, © You cannot 
ule theſe Means (as you call them) without truft- 
ing in them.“ I pray, where is this written ? I 
expect you ſhould ſhew me plain ſcripture for 

our aſſertion. Otherwiſe I dare not receive it: 
becauſe I am not convinced, that you are wiſer 
than God. x | „ 

If it really had been as you aſſert, it is certain 
Chriſt muſt have known it. And if he had known 
it, he would ſurely have warned us, he would 
have revealed it long ago. Therefore becauſe he 
has not, becaule there is no tittle of this in the 
whole revelation of Jeſus Chriſt, I am as fully 
aſſured your aſſertion is falſe, as that this revela- 
tion 1s of God, | 

& However, leave them off for a ſhort time, to 
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fee whether you truſt in them or no.“ Solamto 


diſobey God, in order to know, whether I truſt 
in obeying him! And do you avow this advice? 
Do you deliberately teach, to do evil, that good may 
come ? O tremble at the ſentence of God againſt 
ſuch teachers! Their damnation is juſt, | 

+ Nay, if you are troubled, when you leave 
them oft, it is plain, you truſtedin them.” By no 


means. If I am troubled when I wilfully diſobey 


God, it is plain his ſpirit is ſtill ſtriving with me. 
But if I am not troubled at wilful fin, it is plain, 
I am given up to a reprobate mind. | 

But what do you mean by. 7ruſting in them?“ 


Looking forthe bleſſing of God therein? belicv- 
ing, that if J wait in this way I ſhall attain, what 


etherwile I ſhould not? So I do. And io L will, 
God being my helper, even to my lives end, By 
the grace of God, I will thus truſt in them, till 
the day of my death: that is, I will believe, that 
whatever God hath promiſed, he 1s faithful alſo 


to perform. And ſeeing he hath promiſed to bleſs 


me in this way, I truſt it ſhall be according to his 
word, 5 ä 

2. It has been, fecondly, objected, © This 18 
ſecking ſalvation by works.“ Do you know the 


meaning of the expreſſion you uſe? what is, 


«Scering faivetion by works ?““ In the writings 
of St. Paul, it means, either ſeeking to be ſaved, 
by obierving the ritual works of the Moſaic Law, 
or expecting ſalvation for the lake of our own 
works, by the merit of our own righteouſneſs. 
But how is either of theſe implied, in my waiting 
in the way Gad as ordained, and expetting that 
he will meet me there, becauſe he has promiſed 
ſo to do? | 
I do expect, that he will fulfil his word, that 
he will meet and bleſs me in this way, Yet not 
for the ſake of any works which I have done, nor 
for the merit of thy righteouſneſs: but merel 
through the merits and ſufferings and love of his 
Son, in whom he is always well-pleaſed, | 
. It has been vehemently objected, bn ths 
. | Nr 
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Chriſt is the only Means of grace. I anſwer, this 
is mere playing upon words. Explain your term, 
and the objection vaniſhes away, When we lay, 
« Prayer is a Means of grace,” we underſtand, a 
channel through which the grace of God is con- 
veyed, When you ſay, 5 Chriſt is the Means of 
grace,“ you underſtand, the ſole price and pur- 
chaſer of it: or, that no man cometh unto the Father 
but through him. And who denies it? but this is 
_ utterly wide of the queſtion, 3 

4. But does not the ſcripture (it has been ob- 
jected, fourthly) direct us to wait for ſalvation ? 
does not David ſay, My foul watteth upon God for 
of him cometh my ſalvalion? And does not Lata 
teach us the ſame thing, ſaying, O Lord, we have 
waited for thee ? All this cannot be denied, See— 
ing it is the gift of God, we are undoubtedly to 
wait on him for ſalvation. But how ſhall we 
wait ? If God himſelf has appointed a way, can 
you find a better way of waiting for him? But, 
that he hath appointed a way, hath been ſhewn at 
large, and alſo what that way 1s, Thevery words 
of the prophet which you cite, put this out of all 
queſtion. For the whole ſentence runs thus; in 
the way of judgments, or Ordinances, O Lord, have 
we waited for thee, Ia. xxvi. 8. And in the very 
{ame way did David wait, as his own words abun— 
dantly teſtify : 1 have waited for thy ſaving health, 
Lord, and have kept thy lau. Teach me, O Lord, 
the way of thy ſtatutes, and I ſhall keep them unto 
the end, | | 

3. Yea, ſay ſome, but God hath appointed 
another way, ſtand fiull, and fee the ſalvation of 
Gott. EF 

Let us examine the ſcriptures to which you 
refer. The firſt of them, with the context runs, 
thus: 

And when Pharaoh drew nigh, the children of Iſrael 
lift up their eyes— and they were fore afraid. 
And they fard unto Moſes, becauſe there were no graves 
in Egypt, haſt thou taken us away to die in the wil 
derneſs? And Moſes Fay unto the people, fear ye 

3 | 
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not fland fill, and fee the ſalvation of the Lord, 
And the Lord ſaid unto Moſes, ſpeak unto the chil- 
dren of ifraet, thas they go forward. But lift thou up 
thy rod, and firetch out thine hand over the Ca, and 
divide it. And the children of 1frael ſhall go on dry 
* through the medjl of the fea, Exod, xiv. 10. 
Co 
This was the ſalvation of God, which they flood 
Fill to lee, by marching forward With all their 
might ! | | 
The other paſſage wherein this expreſſion oc- 
curs, ſtands thus. There came ſome who told Feho- 
fhaphat, ſaying, there cometh, a great multitude againſt 
thee from beyond the fea, And Jehoſhaphat feared, 
and ſet himfelf to ſeek the Lord, and proclaimed a faſt 
throughout ail Judah, And Fudah gathered them- 
felves together to aſt help of the Lord, even out of all 
the cities that came to feek the Lord, And Fehoſhas 
phat ſtood in the congregation, in the houſe of the 


Lord——— Then upon FJahaziel came the Sparit of 
the Lord And he faid Be not diſmayed 


by reafon of this great multitude: Io morrow g 
you down againſtthem, ye ſhalt not need to fightin this 
battle. Set yourſelves e ſtand ye til and jee the fat- 
vation of the Lord And they arofe early in the 
morning and went forth. And when they began to 
ing and to prarfe, the Lord ſet ambuſhments againſt 
the children of Moab, Ammon, and Mount Setr and 
every one helped to deſtroy another, 2 Chron, xx. 
2, & c. 


Such was the falvation which the children of 


Judah faw, But how does allthis prove, that we 
ought not to wait for the grace of God, in the 
Means which he hath ordained ? | 
6. 1 ſhalt mention but-one objection more, 
which indeed does not properly belong to this 
head, Nevertheleſs, becauſe it has been fo fre- 
quently urged, I may not wholly paſs it by, 

« Does not St. Paul lay, Nye be dead with Chriſt, 
why are ye ſubjeft to Ordinances ? Col. ii. 20. 
Therefore a Chriſtian, one that is dead with Chriſt, 
need not uſe the Ordinances any mores” | 


So 
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80 you ſay, 4% Tf I ama Chriſtian, Tam not ſub- 


ject to the Ordinances of Chriſt !” Surely, by the 


abſurdity of this, you muſt ſee at the firit glance, 
that the Ordinances here mentioned cannot be the 
Ordinances: of Chriſt ! That they muſt needs be 
the Jewiſh Ordinances, to which it is certain, a 
Chriſtian is no longer a ſubject. = 

And the fame undemably appears from the 
words immediately following, {ouch not, tafte not, 
handle not—all evidently refering to the antient 
Ordinances of the en law, | | 

So that this objection is the weakeſt of all, 
And in ſpight of all, that great truth mult ſtand 
unſhaken, that all whe defire the grace of God, 
arc to wait for it, in the Means Which he hath 
ordained. | 


V. 1. But this being allowed that all who deſire 
the gracc of God, are to wait for it in the Means 
he hath ordained : it may ſtill be enquired, how 
thole Means ſhould be uſed, both as to the order 
and the manner of uling them? | 

With regard to the former, we may obſerve, 
there is a kind of order, wherein God himſelf is 


generally pleaſed, to ute theſe Means, in bringing 


a ſinner to ſalvation, A ſtupid, ſenſelefs wretch 
is going on in his own way, not having God in all 
his thoughts, when God comes upon him una— 
wares, perhaps by an awakening ſermon or con- 
verlation, perhaps by ſome awful providence; or 
t may be by an immediate ſtroke of his convincing 
ſpirit, without any outward Means at all. Hav- 
ing now a deſire to flee from the wrath to come, 
he purpofely goes to hear, how it may be done. 
If he finds a Preacher who ſpeaks to the heart, he 
is amazed, and begins ſearching the ſcriptures, whe- 
ther theſe things are io? The more he hears, and 
reads, the more convinced he is; and the more he 
meditates thereon, day and night, Perhaps he finds 
ſome other book, which explains and inforces 
what he has heard and read in ſcripture, And 
by all theie Means, the arrows of conviction fink 

Ss deeper 
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deeper into his ſoul, He begins alſo to talk of the 
things of God, which are ever uppermoſt in his 
thoughts: yea, and to talk with God, to pray to 
him, although through fear and ſhame, he ſcarce 
knows what to ſay, But whether he can ſpeak 
or no, he cannot but pray, where it only in groans 
which cannot be uttered. Yet being in doubt, Whe- 
ther the high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity 
will regard ſuch a ſinner as him, he wants to pra 
with thole who know God, with the faithful, in 
the great congregation, But here he oblerves others | 
o up to the table of the Lord, He conſiders, > 
hriſt has ſaid, Do this!“ How is it, that I do 38 
not? I am too great a ſinner, I am not fit. I am 
not worthy, After ſtruggling with theſe icruples 
a while, he breaks through. And thus he con- 
tinues in God's way, in hearing, reading, medi- 
tating, praying, and partaking of the Lord's fup- 
er, till God, in the manner that pleaſes him, | 
ſpcaks to his heart, {hy faith hath ſaved thee ! Go | 
in peace. | | | 
2. By obſerving this order of God, we may | 
learn what Means to recommend to any particular | 
ſoul, If any of theſe will reach a ſtupid, careleſs _ 
ſinner, it is probably hearing or converſations, To 
ſuch therefore we might recommend theſe, if he 
has ever any thought about ſalvation. To one * 
who begins to feel the weight of his ſins, not only 
hearing the word of God, but reading it too, and 
perhaps er ſerious books, may be a Means of 
deeper conviction, May you not adviſe him alſo, 
| to edit ute on what he reads, that it may have its 
| full force upon his heart? Yea, and to heal there- 
of and not be aſhamed, particularly among thole | 
who walk 1n the ſame path. When trouble and f 
hcavineſs take hold upon him, ſhould you not 
then earneſtly exhort him, to pour out his ſoul 
bejore God ? always to pray and not lo faint ? 
And when he feels the worthleſfneſs of his own 
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Prayers, are you not to work together with God, i 
and remind him gf going up into the houfe of the | 
Lord, and praying with all them that fear him ? 
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But if he does this, the dying word of his Lord, 
will ſoon be brought to his remembrance: a plain 
intimation, that this is the time, when we ſhould 
ſecond the motions of the bleſſed Spirit, And thus 
may we lead him ſep by ſtep, through all the 
Means which God has ordained ; not according 
to our OWN will, bat juſt as the providence and the 
Spirit of God go before and open the way. 

3. Let as we find no command in holy writ, ' 
for any particular order to be obſerved herein, fo 
neither do the providence, and the Spirit of God, 
acthere to any without variation: but the Means 
into which different men are led, and in which 
they ſind the bleſſing of God, are varied, tranſ- 
pdicd and combined together, a thouſand differnt 
Ways. Yet ſtill our wiſdom is, to follow the. 
leadings of his providence and his Spirit: to be 
guided herein (more eſpecially as to the Mans 
wherein we ourſelves ſeek the grace of God) 
partly by his outward providcuce, giving us the 
opportunity of uling ſometimes one Means, ſome- 
times another : partly by our experience, which 
it is whereby his free Spirit is pleaſed moſt to 
work in our heart. And in the mean time, the 
fure and general rule for all who groan for the 
ſalvation of God, is this, whenever opportunity 
ſerves, ule all the Means which God has ordained, 
For who knows, in which God will meet thee, 
with the grace that bringeth ſalvation ? 

4. As to the manner of uſing them, whereon 
indeed it wholly depends, whether they ſhould 
convey any grace at all to the uſer, it behoves us, 
firit, always to retain a lively ſenſe, that God is 
above all Means, Have a care therefore of limit- 
ing the Almighty. He doth whatſoever and 
whenloever it pleaſeth him. He can convey. his 
grace, either in or out of any of the Means which 
he hath appointed. Perhaps he will, Who hath 
known the mind of the Lord? or who hath been his 
Counſellor ? Look then every moment for his ap- 


pearing! be it at the hour you are employed in- 


his Ordinances; or before, or after that hour, 
£6085 | Or 
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-Or when you are hindered therefrom. He is not 
hindered. He is always ready: always able, al- 
ways willing to ſave. It is the Lord, let him do 
that feemeth him good ! 
Secondly. Before you uſe any Means, let it be 
deep impreſt on your ſoul, © There is n power in 
this. It is in itſelf a poor, dead, empty dung: ſe- 
arate from God; it is a dry leaf, a ſhadow. 
Neicher is there any merit in my uſing this; no- 
thing intrinſically pleaſing to God, nothing where- 
by J deſerve any favour at his hands, no, not a 


rop of water to coo] my tongue. But becaufe - 


God hids, therefore I do; becauſe he directs me 
to wait in this way, therefore here I wait for his 
free mercy, thereof cometh +>; ſalvation,” 

Y; | 7 


Settle this in your heart, that the Opus opcratuiny 


the mere work done profiteth nothing: that there 
is no power to ſave, but in the Spirit of God; no 
merit, but in the blood of Chriſt: that conſequent- 
ly, even what God ordains, conveys no grace 
to the ſoul, if you truſt not in him alone. On the 


other hand, he that does truly truſt in him, cannot 


Fall ſhort of the grace of God, even though he 
were cut oft from every outward Ordinance, 


though he were ſhut up in the center of the earth. 


Thirdly. In uſing all Means, feek God alone. 
In and through every outward thing, look ſingly 
to the power of his Spirit, and the merits of hig 
Son. Beware you do not ſtick in the work itlelf ; 
if you do, it 1s all loſt labour. Nothing ſhort of 


God can ſatisfy your ſoul, Therefore eye him, 


in all, through all, and above all. 
Remember alſo, to ule all Means, as Means : as 
ordained, not for their own ſake, but in order to 


the renewalof your ſoul in righteouſneſs and true 


holineſs. If therefore they actually tend to this, 
well. But if not, they are dung and droſs. 
Laſtly. After you have uſed any of theſe, take 
care, how you value yourſelt thereon : how you 
congratulate yourſelf, as having done fome great 


thing, This is turning all into poiſon, Think, 


4 If God was not there, what does this avail ? 
| 85 have 
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have I not been adding fin to fin? how long! 
O Lord! ſave or I periſh! O lay not this tin to 
my charge !” If God was there, it his tove lowed 


into your heart, you have forgot, as it were, the 


outward work, You ſee, you know, you feel 


God is all in all. Be abaled, Sink down before 


him. Give him all the praiſe. Let God in all 
things be glorified through Chriſt Jeſus. Let all your 
bones cry out, my ſong " fhadl A be of the lovinge 
kindneſs of the Lord: with my mouth will 1 ever be 
telling of thy truth, from one generation to another 4 
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